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961] 
SUMMARY OF POLITICS. | 

Court oF Inauinry. Since the arri- 
val, and appearance, of Sir Harry Burrard, 
the objects of Inquiry have taken a new 
shape. This general is accused of having 
prevented Sir Arthur Wellesley from _pur- 
suing his victory on the 21st of August; 
thatis to say, at theclose of those proceed- 
ings, which constituted what has been eal- 
led the Victory of V'imiera. It clearly ap- 
pears, that Sir Harry Burrard was opposed 
to the advance of our troops, which advance 
led to the battle of that day; and, after the 
battle was put an end to by the retreat of 
the French, he, having then landed, and 
being upon the spot, was likewise opposed 
to a pursuit of the enemy, It is impossi- 
ble for the public to be able to determine, 
whether this decision was right or wrong, 
unless they could come at an authentic 
statement of the force of the French. Sir 
Arthur Weilesley now says again, that the 
whole of the effective force of the French 
was that day engaged. If so, and, if the 
roads and distances were as they are descri- 
bed in the published evidence; then it cer- 
tainly does appear, that the enemy might, 
by a pursuit of them, have been completely 
defeated ; and, of course, that Sir Harry 
Burrard was the sole cause of preventing 
that defeat. We must take it for granted, 
that the roads and distances have been ac- 
curately described ; but, as to the force of the 
enemy, if that force did really consist of 
27 or even of 25 thousand men, as the Con- 
vention-makers would fain have us believe ; 
then the decision of Sir Parry Burrard was 


certainly wise ; for, in that case, is it at all 














been finally defeated, if not captured in 
reat part or in whole, especially as it is ac- 
10W on all hands, that the French 
\perior to us in cavalry, and 
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that our army would not have. 








army, which we fought with 17 thousand 
men, consistedof 14 thousand, and if the 
French had, asthey had according to the 
Convention-makers’ account, 13 thousand 
more, besides the Russians, in their rear, 
would it not have been madness to have at- 
tempted a pursuit of the 14 thousand, who 
were retiring upon their reserves and their 
forts? ‘The enemy was not routed; he 
was in very little confusion; we took 
some prisoners, but no standards that I 
have yet heard ef; and, from the account 
given before the Court of Inquiry, it does 
not seem that much of a victory was, upon 
the whole, obtained, though there evidently 
was a good deal of bravery displayed, on 
the part of our troops. Thus, as to the 
conduct of Sir Harry Burrard, it appears to 
me, that the whole of the case turns upon 
the question, of what was the real strength 
of the French army, or the strength of 
which our people had information? Upon 
this question will also depend, whether Sir 
Arthur Weilesley was right, or wrong, in 
advancing upon the 21st of August ; for, 
if he was aware, that the French bad an 
army of 27 or 25 thousand men, it was 
evidently faulty, and even criminal in him, 
not to wait for the arrival of Sir Johny 
Moore's division, which division was, at that 
time, actually landed in Portugal, and which 
could have been brought to the scene of 
action in the course of afew days. Nay, 
upon the supposition, thatthe 14 thousand ia 
‘© Kendal Green” were the whole of the 
French army, and that the 13,000 rognes 
‘* in Buckram” have only been brought in 
for the purpose of justifying the Conven- 
tion ; even, upon this supposition, it does not 





‘appear to me, that Sir Harry Burrard was to 


blame for wishing to bring up the division of 
Sir John Moere previous to an advance 
against ‘‘ the Dake of Abrantes in person 5” 
because, as the French could, at any time, re- 
treat towards their forts ; as there was nocom- 
pelling them to keep the field against 17 any 
more than against 25 thousand of our troops, 
it does not seem to me, that any thing cond 


have been lost by the delay of afew days, 


while it is quite clear, that much might have 
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treat before 17 thousand. But, 
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been gained, because no one can fail to per- 
ceivé,. that a retreat before 25 thousand men 
must have been more. difficult, than a re- 
though 
such a determination, on the part of 
Sit Harry Burrard, might have been 
wise previous to the battle of. the 2QIst 
of August, it does not follow, that, swp- 
posing the French force to have been thus in- 
JSerior to ours, his decision was wise after 
that battle; because then all the advantages 
to be hoped for from greatly superior num- 
bers were given up. So much, for the 
reasoning upon supposition. But, I think, 
there canbe no doubt. in the public mind, 
that, atthe utmost, the French force did 
not exceed J]4 or 15 thousahd men ; and 
that of this fact our officers’ were well as- 
sured.“ How does this tell, then, for the 
Convention ? What becomes of all.the pal- 
try excuses for suffering the French to go off 
with their plunder, and with all the honours 
of war, and to be carried home, and set 
down (ready to march against the Spaniards) 
at our expence, ?———The cause of this dis- 
graceful event appears to me to be the de- 
sign of Wellesley to have to himself all: the 
honour that was to be achieved, and the de- 
sire of Sir Harry Burrard to thwart him 
in that design. Wellesley hastened to the 
combat’ before. Sir Harty landed, and 
against Sir Harry’s expressed opinion, who 
wanted the former to wait for the atrival of | 
Sir John Moore. On the 22d, Wellesley 
was no longer commander-in-chief. Any 
honour gained by capturing the French must 
have been claimed and enjoyed by another ; 
Wellesley’s name would " haveapppeared } 
neither at the head nor the tail of the offi- 
cial papers relating to the event; and, 
which was of still more importance, in this | 








view of the matter, his ** Victory of Vi-. 
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could have been annihilated by continuing 
the pursuit of. the 21st of August, Besides, 
does it. not.appear from the evidence, that, 
at most, supposing the pursuit to have been 
attended ‘with “all” the success, which its 
most strenuous advocates: contend for, there 
Was only a part of the French army, 
amounting to about. 4 or 5 thousand. men, 
that: there was the smallest. chance of in- 
tercepting on their retreat towards their 
** strong holds?” What becomes, then, 
of the pretence, that, ‘efter the 21st of 
August, “* the opportunity was lost 2?” The 
object of this pretence ‘is evident enough. 
Sir Hew, it is clear, is no more than a 
participator with Sir Arthur, whom he was 
‘to consult, whom he did consult, and with 
whose concurrence he acted. It is, there- 
fore, necessary to make it out, that the fat 
lay elsewhere ; and the only way that can be 
- found out of doitig this, and of combining 
“all'the’ purposes together, is to throw the 
blame upon ‘him who prevented a pursuit 
on the 2tst ; but, unfortunately for this 
“scheme, it must be shown, by those who 


be the same, or very nearly the same 
» that retreated before our troops the 
efore ; and this does not suit ‘any of 
ae persons concerned’ in makitig the Con- 
“vention; of course, it does not suit Sir 
‘Arthor Wellesley, who is in this dilemma : 
either the French had 27: or 25 thonsand 
| men, or they had 14 ‘or 15 thousand. If 
the former, ‘Sir Harry Burrard was right in 
; wishing to wait fer Sir John Moore, and 
‘also’ in preventing a continuation of the 
tego the 2¥st of August: “if the Jat- 
then the Convention, in makisg which 
“Sif Arthor Wellesley had bis full share, is 
' of one pe the! principal "tects, 
‘which have been stated’ inh its justification. 
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ment in favour of the Convention. It is, 
therefore, the Convention .to which our at- 
tention is still to be directed. -We ought 
not to suffer our minds te be Jed astray, by 
any of these’pretences of ‘ a: lost opportu- 
tunity.” “Let it, for argument sake, be 
granted, that Sir Harry Burrard “acted un- 
wisely ; let it be granted, that, if he had 
acted upon the suggestion of Sir Arthur Wel- 


lesley, 5 thousand Frenchmen would: have 


been captared on the 2ist; still, according 
to the latter’s own first account, there would 


have been but a force, one half; at most, ‘as: 


great as oursto subdue. The whole question 
is, after all; 4 mére question’of numbers. 
If the French had; as we were first’told, 
only the 14‘ thousand men; ‘who were ‘en- 
gaged in the battle of the 2¥st, then nothing 
in the world can justify the Convention of 
Cintra; and) if they had 27, ‘or even 25 


thousand ‘men, péevious to that battle, the - 


getting them out of ‘Portugal, except upon 
the condition of retaining their plunder and 
securing indemnity to their partisans, was a 
very meritorious and ‘honourable: service, 
and there is no’ blame attaches to any of ‘the 
generals ; though one cannot very’ well:ex- 
cuse Sir Arthur Wellésléy, whose greeditiess 
for fame would ‘have’ led *him'to contibue 
his pursuit’ of the 21st, while’ “the:-Duke 
d’Abrantes’”’ could have conte out upon*him 
with 13 thousand fresh troops.—=As to 


the settling of this important question,’ no 


proof has been produced, or attempted to be 
produced, that the ‘French had 27" or! 25 
thousand ‘soldiers that could possibly lave 
been brought into the field; and, as I save 
before asked, is it probable; nay, is it possi- 
ble, that Junot, who knew that ovr army was 
daily receiving large reinforeements, would 
have fiji our 17 thousand meni, with only 14 
thousand; if he had had 27 or 25 thousand 
eh capable of being brought into the field ? 
I think, oné ‘mah #n’ the 
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. Tt eannot bebélieved. | 
2 public must stilt see, ‘as. the 
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-) ‘ atthe abuses of the old governme 


bs |“ would be corrected ?” 
=| so far from being assured of this, 1 see no 
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** dictated to thirty thousand Englishmen, 
“ the-terms of the Convention of Cintra, 
** which terms caused a firing of cannon, 
*€ and-an illumination in London, under the 
*¢ direction of those who administered the 
** government.” 

Span. If the French bulletins and 
accounts « be’ true, Buonaparte was at Ma- 
drid on the 4th instant, and, of course, his 
brother. has, before now, been crowned in 
that city. .Madrid is not Spain ; and, upos 
the supposition, that a complete change of 
the government be intended by those who 
are at the head of, affairsin Spain, the 
country, 1 bope, will Jet the invading despot 
see, that his: conquest is hardly yet begun. 
He will-issue proclamations, as the Duke 
of Brunswick did ; -but, with men resolved 
to live free, or die, hostile proclamations are 
nothing. A correspondent, whose letter I 
insert’below, complains of my ‘‘ /ukewarm~ 
“ness” as. to the, reverses -in Spain, and 
says he expected from me something more 
‘* patriotic.” Now, I have no recollection 
of what [ Have said, or thought, upon this 
‘subject ; “if { have, upon any. occasion, shown 
myself - wanting in warmth, towards the 
cause of the ‘Spanish. people, whom I re- 
garded as engaged in a most perilous conflict 
against a despot, to whom their former des- 
pot had transferred them.- For their own 
sakes I heartily wished.them success,and also, 
for the sdke of other mations, who, 1n more 
than’ one way, might be induced to follow 
their example, as far ag that example might 
be found to apply to-their several situatipns. 
‘ The resistance of the Spaniards to the de- 
clared will of their late masters, and. to the 
threats and violence of their new ones, ex- 
cited in my mind more pleasure, as far as I 
‘know, than 1 had ever felt at any political 
event: But, what had this to dd witha 
‘war for that very Ferdinand, by whom they 
‘had been abandoned, and by whem they had 





} deen, in terms the most earnest, .exbarted 
this” ’ 
*} Napoleon ?>——~My correspondent, in com- 


to» submit to the sovereign sway of Joseph 


«planing, that -I.am ‘* contiaually looking 
nt," asks 


me, if Iam “ not assured that those abuses © 
I. answer, that, 


Wen’ | reason to believe the fact, in the ease of a 
«| suecessfol war in behalf of the old govern- 
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ing the press, nor, indeed, any motive at 
all, other than that of preventing the pro- 
mulgation of ruth ; and, of that person, or 
that government, that desires to prevent 
stch promulgation, I want very little else to 
enable me to judge of the character. 
«< But,"’ says my correspondent, ‘‘ if the 
‘¢ abuses were not to be corrected, is this a 
‘‘ time to chill the blool of patriotism ?” 
What is patriotism, Sir? Is it love of 
country ? If so, let me ask you, whether by 
itoring the old governntent of Spain, with 
all its abuses, good would be done to either 
Spain or England? I think not; and, reallv, 
you must excuse me, if, in my turn, I ex- 
press my ‘ surprise and indignation” to 
hear an Englishman say that, from which | 
may fairly infer, that be would gladly see 
the blood of his countrymen flow, for the 
preservation, or restoration, of the Inqut- 
sition. | am as well aware as my corres- 
pondent can be, of the “ tremendous power 
« of Buonaparte ;"’ but I have ever seen, 
and I do not now see, the means of 
checking the progress of that power, 
in the o/d system of Spain, or of any 
other nation. I wished to see a new sys- 
tem brought to bear against him in Spain. 
That wish has not yet been gratified ; and 
Iam not to blame if I cannot see any good 
likely to arise from a perseverance in the 
old system. When the people of Spain 
first took up arms, they talked of “ the 
“‘ abuses and corruptions of the late infa- 
** mous government;”’ and they uttered un- 
reserved imprecations on the ‘* traitors at 
‘© Bayonne.” ‘They then drove the French 
betore them. ‘They have now changed their 
language; and they donot now, that we 
hear, frequently drive the French before 
t.em. I donot say, however, that the one 
has proceeded solely from the other; for, I 
always expected the Spaniards to be beaten aé 
first; but, if [ had thus far seen the Spa- 
niards successful, I should still have been 
fully persuaded, that, unless they made a 
eomplete revolution, they would have been 











. finally subdued. The Spanish cause was 


good till it was taken up by those, who never 
did, and never will, approve of any thing 
which is not bad at bottom. Who, but 
such people as those, to whom I allude, 
would, when the Spaniards discovered 
such an excellent disposition, have set so 
systematically at work, to harness them in 
the cause of royalty? Who, when they saw 
the Spanish kings go off without any re- 
aistance on their own part, or on the part of 
the people, would, by toasts or otherwise, 
have given that. people to understand, that 
they would do weil to fight for a king, and 
«tui 
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for a king, too, who was in the hands, com- 
pletely in the power, of the despot, 
whose armies were about to be sent against 
them ? Who, but such people, would 
not have considered, that there were, and 
that there must be, a numerous party in 
Spain opposed to Ferdinand, and that the 
war, if carried on for him, must be carried 
on by a party or faction ? It is the common 
trick of partisans, to regard and describe 
their own party as the whole community ; 
but who, except the people I am now speak- 
ing of, would not have known, that it was 
next to impossible, if not quite impossible, 
that the whole of the Spanish people 
should approve of the act by which Fer- 
dinand had supplanted his father, though 
the latter was a half-ideot, and though 
his favourites were notoriously the most 
corrupt and rascally men _ in _ the 
nation? What was there in the con- 
duct or character of this Ferdinand, 
that could be expected to produce such a 
singular feeling in his favour? We have 
often spoken of his conduct since the affair 
of Aranjuez ; and, we have, since the war 
has been carried on for him, made, through 
Mr. Pedro Cevallos, the discovery, that this 
famous kiag had actually given his consent 
to marry ‘‘a Princess of France;” that is 
to say, one of the female relations of Buo- 
naparte, or of his wife. ,And, this is the 
king, for whom we are making war. This 
is the ** beloved Ferdinand VII.” This is 
the object, for which the whole people 0! 
Spain, eleven or twelve millions of people, 
are to risk their property and their lives. 
Time was when whole nations suffered 
themselves to be half butchered in such a 
€ause ; but, that time is passed, and who cat 
regret it? Who but the basest of mankind 
can possibly regret it? A correspondent 
has lately reminded me, that, at the outset 
of the insurrection in Spain, I expresséd 
my hope, that the people would be left (0 
choose a government for themselves ; ard, 
that, as they have chosen Ferdinand VIL, | 
should be content. Prove to me that they 
have. The Central Junta have, I know 
and Jament; but, without inquiring 1? 
their motives, | know that we have no provf, 
that the people have made any such aes 
I always bear in mind the ¢oas¢ at the Turtle 
Feast. ‘That toast had a great deal of mean 
ing. It was said at the time, and now ¥° 
see the verification of the saying. 
PorTUGAL is, too, in an ‘‘ unsatisfacto- 
** ry state,” if we are to believe that wh “ 
is given as intelligence coming from that oA 
fortunate kingdom. Divided into ge 
and factions, there can be no such thing 








069] 
ynion 
ot off 
ried fr 
shoulc 
fifty tl 
eqnip} 
to mal 
stead ¢ 
to kee 
der.” 
15 only 
‘ ten! 
no sha 
ay. 
Bishoy 
chins ' 
have | 
* gov 
was p 
pretty 
falls uy 
things 
are ver 
they at 
a share 
at last 
all, it 
ger ane 
Buona} 
plenty 
rier is 
dispose 
the Cc 
easier { 
es; an 
would 
that thi 
for the 
a few 
return. 
with te 
to be h 
bility, 
chooses 
ple? — 
Courre 
dispose 
exposil 
must h 
motive 
given t 
foram 
ng th: 
true, t 
tugal w 
to us 5 
sometis 
the Spa 
enough 
that. 
the me 












069] 
union of operation in any enterprize, whether 
et offence, or of deferce. If we had car- 
ried freedom to the shores of Portugal, why 
, should there not have been, by this time, 
fifty thousand Portuguese, well armed and 
equipped, and tolerably disciplined, ready 
to march against the French in Spain? In- 
stead of which an English army is necessary 
to keep ‘* the refractory Portuguese in or- 
der.” The Nabobs’ Gazette tells us, that it 
is only the ‘* lower classes who ave discon- 
“tented.” Very true. Only those who have 
10 share of the good things. Very true, I dare 
say. I'll engage that the Alcades and the 
Bishops, who eat the beef, and the Capu- 





wg chins who sup the broth, are, as they always 
i have been, for ‘* social order and regular 
= “ government ;"’ and, if the fighting part 
ina was performed by them, things might go 
pretty smoothly on; but, alas! this part 


sh falls upon those who have none of the good 
things; and, in times like the present, they 
are very apt to aspire toa share of them; 
they are very apt to think it reasonable, that 
a share of the eatables and drinkables should, 
at last, come to their mouths. Yes, after 
all, it is net witchcraft, but downright hun- 
ger and thirst and nakedness, that work for 
Buonaparte. They are saying, it appears, 
plenty of masses in Portugal, and the Cou- 
rier is very angry with them for seeming 
disposed there to rest their exertions. But, 
the Courier forgets, sure, that it is much 
easier to say mass than to fight or to pay tax- 
es; and, [ think, the editor of that paper 
would not venture to bet very great odds, 
that the same persons, who now say masses 
for the expulsion of the French, will not, 
a few months hence, say masses upon their 
return. And, are these the materials where- 
with to work in resisting Buonaparte? Is it 
to be hoped ; is it within the scope of possi- 
bility, that he should not, whenever he 
chooses, become the master of such a peo- 
ple? We may fret at their conduct; the 
Courver may abuse them ;. but, that will not 
dispose them to risk their lives in battle. For 
exposing themselves to such danger they 
must have some motive, and some powerful 
motive too ; and, unless that motive be 
given them, the Courier may keep its breath 
for a more useful purpose than that of abus- 
mg them and their masses.——It is very 
trae, that the possession of Spain and Por- 
tugal will make Napoleon more formidable 
tous; much more formidable; but, 2s was, 
sometime ago said with regard to Austria, 
the Spaniards and Portuguese may be foolish 
enough not to perceive any great harm in 
that. Inshort, we may rest assured, that 
the mass of the Portuguese will like those 
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| best, who afford them the best chance of 
enjoying the good things of this world, with- 
out any regard to the circumstances of names 
or of nation. 
THe Decraration, dated the 4th in- 
stant, and just published, respecting the 


overtures of France and Russia, from Ere 
FURTH, is, in my opinion, the most insig- 





| 


nificant state-paper, that I have seen, for 
some time. It was certainly right to 
make known to the world, that no nego- 
ciations were going on, ‘The reasons given 
for this are quite sufficient, and very well 
and concisely stated ; but, it is impossible, 
J think, for any man of a just mind, to 
approve of the partiality, which is shown 
towards the Emperor of Russia, who in 
abetting Buonaparte, with respect to Spain, 
is, of the two, most worthy of censure. 
Nor do I, for my part, approve of the 
charge against Napoleon of having ‘‘ de- 
** posed and imprisoned friendly sovereigns.” 
The kings of Spain went to Bayonne with- 
out any force ; without compulsion of any 
sort; and, there they abdicated their rights 
to the Spanish throne. They might be 
induced to do so from personal fear, and 
their journey to Bayonne might be attribu- 
table to the same cause ; but, I can see no 
use in calling it a deposing of them, when 
the fact certainly is involved in some doubt, 
or, at least, admits of dispute. The 
reply ‘‘ of France”’ tothe king’s proposi- 
tion to consult his allies and also ‘‘ the go- 
vernment of Spain, acting in the name 
of His Catholic Majesty, Ferdinand 
VII ;” this reply is deeply resented. It 
saidto have ‘* displayed, with Jess than 
ordinary reserve, the arrogance and in- 
‘© justice of the government of France ;" 
and, in substance, though not altogether in 
manner, the reply of the Emperor of 
Russia is described as being equally offen- 
sive. Two of the ministerial newspapers 
have informed us, that, in his reply, Na- 
poleon observed, ‘‘ that it would not be 
more unreasonable on his part to propose 
admitting THE CATHOLICS OF 
IRELAND, asa party to any negocia- 
tion, than that we should propose ad- 
 mitting the Spanish Insurgents.” If this 
be true, as the Morning Post and the 
Courier give it us, there is, indeed, no 
longer any ground to wonder at the asperity 
of the Declaration ; for, of any thing fuller 
of gravel than this observation it would 
be difficultto form an idea. One almost 
fancies one hears it grate under the 
teeth of ‘* No Popery.” It cuts, not 
like razors and knives, but like bits of glass 
and flint stones ; it pricks, not like pins and 











se 
‘é 
ce 
1S 
ce 


t« 

















| 


anna 


971] 
needles, but like splinters and fish-hooks ; 
it draws no blood, but leaves an aching 
festering wound ; and a wound, too, which 
is, somehow or other, shy of showing 
itself to the doctor. Mr. Canning seems 
to have been put into so much agony by this 
observation as not to know very well what 
he was about; for, the latter part of the 
Declaration is, whether as to manner or 
matter, any thing, I think, but what it 
eught tobe. There is a pitiful hankering 
still after the Emperor of Russia; there are 
blunt attemps at severity ; there is a round- 
ness of assertion that nothing short of proved 
facts could have justified; and, as to the 
phraseology, it may, perhaps, be thought a 
compliment to it, to say, that it is equally 
‘* unparallelled” with the usurpation of the 
throne of Spain by the Buonapartes. 
When parliament meets, we shall, I sup- 
pose, have all these negociation papers 
before us; and, my opinion is, that it was 
10 soften the effect of Buonaparte’s sarcastic 
observation, about the Catholics of Ireland, 
that the newspapers were enabled to let it 
leak out beforehand. There is, to be sure, 
a gross fallacy in the reasoning of that ob- 
servation ; but, gross as it is, it is a fallacy, 
which many wil} not perceive, and which 
will be affected not to be perceived by many 
more, And, whose fault is it, that we are 
exposed to the probable, or, at least, possi- 
ble, effect of such a dangerous fallacy ? 
That question may be useless; but, cer- 
tainly it is not useless to ask, whether all 
possible speed ought not now to be used, in 
order to remove the ground, whereon it 
rests? Frequently have Napoleon’s news- 
papers sympathised with the Irish Catholics ; 
but, this is the first time that he has openly 
and officially given us to understand, that 
they are an object of his imperial attention 
and solicitude. There is no doubt, however, 
that they long have been such, and that, 
it he succeed in his present enterprize; if 
he get safe possession of Spain and Portugal, 
the Irish Catholics will be the next, or nearly 
the next people, to whom he will directly, 
aud with very little reserve, address him- 
self. This must be evident to every man of 
common sense ; and, it being evident, the 
question is, whether our government will, 
while there is yet ime, adopt the means, and 
the only possible meaus, of preventing him 
from obtaining a fair ch:ice of final success ; 
or whether, we are doomed to keep blunder- 
ing on to the end of the chapter, under the 
influence of despicable bigotry and more des- 
picable intrigue. ‘That Buonaparte will, as 





Jong as he has life, never rest until he has 
tried all the means in his power of subjugat- 
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ing this kingdom no one car doubt. The 
motives which existed at the rupture of the 
peace of Amiens, still exist in all their for. 
mer force; they have received strength from 
time, and especially from recent events. 
Our fleet is, indeed, a mighty bulwark ; 
but, as has been a thousand times observed, 
there are modes of attack against which a 
fleet cannot be bronght to bear. Experience 
has proved, that our fleet cannot, at all times, 
prevent the landing of French troops in Ire- 
land. Now is, therefore, the time to erect, 
in that country, an impenetrable barrier 
against the enemy. The means are com- 
pletely in our hands. They will cost us no- 
thing. Only a single act of parliament does 
the business. How many millions. What 
freights of treasure, what streams of blood, 
might be spared, by an act of parliament 
passed in time! 

Duke or Yorx’s INcome.——In my last 
statement, upon this subject, there was, | 
am informed, an important omission. At 
page 901 of this. volume, I stated the seve- 
ral sources of the Duke’s income, taking his 
military income at the acknowledged amount, 
as published in the Nabobs’ Gazette, which 
statement shewed that, exclusive of the im- 
mense grant of crown,’or rather national, 
lands in Surrey, the total of that income, 
paid eut of the public purse, was £39,858. 
But, I now find, if my information be cor- 
rect, as I believe it is, that, to this enor- 
mous sum) must be added £7,000 a year 
pension, upon the IRISH establishment! 
The place and pension Report of the Finance 
Committee, which, as I observed before, is, 
in bulk, equal to the Cld aud New Testa- 
ment, and contains about 300 folio pages, 
does not, however, contain the places and 
pensions upon the Irish establishment, except 
in part, but contents itself with refering to 
another Report, which was laid before par- 
liament some yearsago, and which, of course, 
very few of the present members ever saw, 
or ever will see as long as they live. 1 will 
endeavour to find out this Report, and when 
I have so-done, J wil! state the fact, relat- 
ing to this additional pension: In the mean- 
while, I beg the reader to look again at the 
whole of the article begining at page S97 o 
this volume. 

Botley, Dec. 22, 1808. 





SPAIN. 
Sir,—Accustomed to approve and admire 
your writings on most subjects, I cannot but 
read with a mixture of surprize and indig- 
nation your very lukewarm remarks on the 
late reverses in Spain. It seems with you 
a matter of doubt whether we ought '¢ 
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regard the success of the French as acircum- 
stance of regret or not. From you, Sir, a 
more patriotic spirit was expected. You are 
continually looking to the abuses in the old 
sovernment of Spain. Are you not assured 
these would be reformed ? And if that were 
not to be the case, is this a time to chill the 
blood of patriotism and raise a doubt to 
which side we should lend our hearts and 
aid? Look at the tremendous power of 
Buonaparte. Is there an object that can 
come in comparison of importance with the 
diminishing of that power? Can any one 
estimate the extent of his ability to injure 
us as acommercial nation ? Independent of 
our sympathy with the brave resisters of bis 
tyranny, our own situation is become most 
alarming. Instead of reflections upon 
an old government, it was expected that 
you would have shewn that zeal and 
energy (which you have displayed on more 
trivial occasions) to excite and animate the 
spirit of this country to every practicable 
means of assistance to the patriots. Con- 
vinced that you cannot exert it ata fitter 
period, I trust I shall yet not be disappoint- 
ed.—Your constant reader, A. Z.—Coven- 
try, December 13th, 1808. 








BREWERIES. 

Str,—On the perusal of controversial 
writings, we may observe that a general 
pertinacity attaches to most of them. We 
defend a position merely because we have 
advanced it; and are ingenious in framing 
arguments, by which our favourite hypo- 
thesis may be supported, It was under a 
full persuasion that there is in the human 
mind a tendency to this sort of obstinacy, 
that I ventured my remarks on the first pa- 
per of the Hampshire Brewer. And as we 
are all desirous of taking credit to ourselves, 
for our full share of candour and ingenuous- 
ness, I trust I may be intitled to a presump- 
tive credit for my own openness to the full 
force of my respondents’ arguments, anda 
readiness to acknowledge my conviction, 
should they be able to effect it. There can 
be no reason, sufficient to induce an honest 
man, to persist in error after he is convinced 
of it; neither can there be any, for renoun- 
cing an opinion without its being fully con- 
futed, Had the reply of the Hampshire 
Brewer been such as to satisfy my mind, it 
should have been followed by an ample 
acknowledgement; but I should deem it 
worse than folly, to admit the force of ar- 
guments, of the illegitimacy of which I 
am firmly persuaded. ‘That gentleman has 
shrouded himself under the protection of 
names, the greatness of wifich ne one will 
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dispate. To some of them, particularly to 
Di. Thompson, I own myself under consi- 
derable obligations, for the satisfaction and 
pieasure I have received trom his writings. 
And when, from a comparison of dates, 
I Jearn that the writer himself was able to 
confute a ** now long-exploded "' doctrine, 
several years before ] was born, 1 almost 
feel how unlucky a wight Iam to venture 
into the field against so much age, 
many great names, such long experience, 
and such unquestionable abilities. ‘The 
Hampshire Brewer appears to me to mistake 
the question at issue between us, as all the 
experiments he produces either prove what 
[ readily admit, or what with me prove no- 
thing to the purpose. When he speaks ot 
me as reviving the long exploded opinion, 
as to the inadequacy of a statical test of a 
malt extract, I can assure him that he is 
entirely mistaken ; and I cannot conceive 
from what part of my paper he has drawn 
such aconclusion. Competent experience 
will prove the accuracy of the instrument 
for the general purposes of the brewery, but 
itis no reflection on any human invention, 
that it isnot capable of an application to 
every purpose. A malt and a molasses ex- 
tract are very different ; and as the original 
qualities of which they are composed, and 
which they possess in common, are com- 
bined in different proportions, they must 
require a different mode of valuation as any 
One quality prevails in the combination. 
Where mucillage prevails, there will be 
an increase of spissitude without an increase 
of value; and there may be a liquor of 
greater tenuity which possesses more saccha- 
rine virtue, and is capavle of becoming an 
article of superiour flavour and vinosity. 
1 am not so fortunate as this gentleman in 
having a number of learned authorities to 
quote ; but, however, I haveone, and that 
in itself a host;—it isthe Hampshire Brewer 
himself, When he admits that a third part of 
a wort of 30\bs. per barrel, is superior to ano- 
ther of 1Olbs, per barrel, merely because of 
the greater prevalence of mucillage in the 
latter, does he not by this concession esta- 
blish that opinion which he is labouring to 
overthrow, and prove that the instrument, 
indicating in both instances an equal gravity, 
is insufficient to shew their relative value?— 
Mr. Martineau’s experiments nearly coincide 
with my own, as to the final gravity which 
will appear by the instrament in a separate 
solution of either malt or sugar; but, I 
think, neither of them sufficient to form 
the basis of a decision. From many expe- 
riments which a private friend of mine has 
made on the subject, and which have been 
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frequently repeated under my own eye, 
with the most critical exactness, I dvaw a 
conclusion very different from that gertle- 
man’s. In two gyles, the one brewed from 
malt only, and the other having in it a solu- 
tion of sugar, in the proportion of one- 
tenth part of the total aggregate of ferment- 
able matter under operation ;—the malt in 
both instances being from the same flooring, 
the fermentation similar, and the final gravi- 
ty equal, per the instrument; and yet the 
latter product has been found uniformly su- 
perior to the other as an agreeable and vinous 
beverage: it possessed a greater fulness on 
the palate, and wasa liquor to which the 
best judges would give the preference. 
That the superiority of the one, was owing 
to the sugar that was used, there can be no 
doubt ; vor can there be any, that the in- 
strument was incapable of shewing that 
superiority. It was with this fact in view, 
that | wrote my former letter ; but I do not 
know that it will have the same weight with 
the Hampshire brewer, that it has with me. 
As to the result of distillation, however 
conclusive he may deem it, 1 must beg leaye 
to ditfer from him. The question is not as 
to the production of the greatest quantity of 
ardent spirit, but as to the value of either 
sugar or molasses used in a limited propor- 
tion in the brewing of malt liquor. The 
production of awash suitable to the distil- 
jer’s purpose, will certainly require a mode 
of management different from that which 
will be pursued by an intelligent brewer. 
Wiil not two worts of equal gravity, yield a 
different quantity of proof spirit, as they are 
fermented either in the best way for beer, 
or as they are usually fermented for wash ! 
Next to potency, two of the most desirable 
qualities in malt liquor are, early transpa- 
rency and fulness; but were the distiller’s 
method of fermentation to be followed in 
the brewery, I think we should be hardly 
able to obtain either. While it must be 
acknowledged, that the particular method 
which is most proper for obtaining them, 
would be inimical to the production of spirit 
by the still. As the two purposes then, re- 
quire two different methods of treatment, 
what may be an infallible test of value in 
one case, may not be sointhe other. And 
as the quantity of ardent spirit will depend 
upon the fermentation of the wash, as well 
fs upon its previous gravity, its product can- 


not be a certain criterion of the value of its: 


original materials, any further than a similar 
treatment obtains, but will be unavailing 
when treated in a different manner and for 
a different purpose. As to the testimony of 
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the gentleman has introduced, I consider 
it as quite irrelevant, as it has no bearing on 
the question immediately at issue. Their 
manner of estimating the differences be. 
tween English and Scotch barleys and malts 
was certainly judicious. And what does 
that prove? Why nothing, but what | 
am as well convinced of as the Hampshire 
brewer himself. But though I am compel- 
led thus to differ from a gentleman of such 
abilities, experience and information, yet it 
will be impossible for such difference to 
lessen that respectful sentiment I felt to- 
wards him on the perusal of his first valua- 
ble paper. I now close the correspondence 
on the subject by thanking. him for the 
frankness with which he bas communicated 
his sentiments, and by claiming for myself 
arightto dissent from the greatest anthori- 
ties when Ihave reason to doubt whether 
their arguments are founded on legiti- 
mate reasons. ‘To you, Mr. Cobbett, I am 
indebted for your impartiality, and for 
the space you have allowed for the 
discussion, and am _ obliged by the rea- 
diness you have shewn in giving insertion to 
the correspondence—I remain, Sir, &c.— 
Canpipus- Malton, 19th December, 1809. 





BREWERIES. 

Sir ;—It is rather unfair to make yotr 
valuabie Register a medium of discussion on 
any particular art or manufacture, but as 
you have already admitted the subject, I 
am induced to trouble you for a small space 
in a paper of such general instruction, for a 
few observations on the statement of the 
gentlemen who sign themselves “‘ a Hamp- 
«* shire Brewer” and ‘* Candidus” in your 
Registers of the 12th and 26th of Nov.; 
and 10th of Dec.—The difference in the 
opinions of these gentlemen, on a subject 
which the former has so laudably brought 
before the public, seems to arise solely from 
Candidus’ supposing that nothing but a 
saccharum is capable of the vinous fermen- 
tation, and that therefore the instrument 
used in the brewery cannot be an accurate 
‘* measure of sweets ;” so far he is right, 
for although it cannot possibly express the 
quantity of sweets contained in any extracts, 
it ascertains exactly their relative value, OF 
amount of fermentable matter, under which 
term is comprehended saccharum, mucilage, 
and perhaps a little oil; in short, whatever 
is extractable from corn or grain, oF soluble 
from other substances, where a small portioD 
of saccharum is present—from all which, 
experiment proves, that equal specific A 
vities will give equal quantities of ardes 
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received opinion that sweets alone are capa- 
ble of producingalcohol.—Candidus however 
had great reasons for his inquiries on the 
subject, which I presume will be farther 
elucidated when it is explained (if explana- 
tion be necessary to gentlemen who handle 
the subject so ably) why the saccharometer 
in general use will not indicate above one- 
third of the ‘* gross weight of the substance 
«« dissolved,’ for as it is impossible that 
either of those in question can undergo 
solution without increasing the bulk of the 
solvent, therefore a saccharometer (I wish 
{ could find a better term for the instru- 
ment), indicating the difference of weight 
between a barrel of water anda barrel of 
wort, on which scale those in general use 
are, I believe, formed, can by no means 
express the quantity of fermentable matter 
in pounds avoirdupois, contained in such 
barrel of wort; which may however be 
discovered, very nearly, by multiplying the 
amount per saccharometer by 2, 7; as is 
proved by ascertaining the weight of malt 
before brewing, and the grains (being com- 
pletely dried) afterwards. Instead, therefore, 
of a quarter of malt weighing from 300 to 
836 pounds, yielding from 75 to 80 pounds 
of saccharine (fermentable, I presume) 


matter, it really produces from 202 to 210 | 


pounds avoirdupois.—As to the brewery in 
general, sugar cannot be introduced to 
advantage, for it is by no means a su- 


perabundant saccharam which is there | 


required, but an extract where mucilage 
bears the greater proportion.— With every 
apology for continuing a subject which can 
interest so few of your readers, I am respect- 
fully, Sir, &c.—I. H.—Guernsey, Dec. 19, 
1808. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spanish Revoturion.—Tenth Bulletin of 
the French Army of Spain.—(Continued 
from p. 960.) 

The very mountains have afforded them 
but a feeble protection. But thanks to 
the power of the inquisition, the influence 
of the monks, their dexterity to seize all 
pens, ard to make them speak all Jan- 
guages, it is still believed, throughout great 
part of Spain, that Blake has been vic- 
torious, that the French army has been des- 
troyed, and the imperial guard taken. 
Whatever may be the momentary success of 


- these wretched shifts, and of these ridiculous 


efforts, the reign of the inquisition is over ; 
its revolutionary tribunals will no longer 
harrass any country in Europe; in Spain, as 
at Rome, the inquisition shall be abolished, 
and the horrid spectacle ef auto-da-fés shall 
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never again be repeated. This reform shall 
be effected in spite of the religious zeal of 
the English, in spite of the alliance which 
they have formed with the monkish impos- 
tors, who have given our Lady del Pilar and 
the saints of Valladolid the power of speech. 
England has for her allies, exclusive monopo- 
ly, the inquisition, and the Franciscans : all 
are alike to her, if she can but sow discord 
among nations, and deluge the continent 
with blood.—An English brig, the Ferret, 
which left Portsmouth the 11th of this 
month, came to an anchor on the 22d, in 
the port of St. Andero, not knowing that 
the place. was in the occupation of the French. 
She had on board important dispatches, and 
a great quantity of English papers, which 
were secured.—At St. Andero were found 
great quantities of Jesuit’s bark and colonial 
produce, which.were sent to Bayonne,—The 
duke of Dalmatia has entered the Asturias. 
Several towns and many villages have begged 
to submit, in order to avoid falling into the 
abyss dug for them by the counsels of fo- 
reigners, and by the passions of the multi- 
tude. 
Eleventh Bulletin of the French Army of 
Spain, dated Aranda de Duero, Nov. 27. 
His majesty on the Igth sent off the 
marshal duke of Montebello with instruc- 
tions for the movements of the left, of 
which he gave him the command.—The 
duke of Mentebello and the duke of Cor- 
negliano concerted measures together at 
Lodosa on the 20th, for the execution of 
the orders of his majesty.—On the 2Ist, 
the division of general Lagrange, with the 
brigade of Jight cavalry of general Colbert, 
and the brigade of dragoons of general 
Dijon, set out from Lagrogno, by the right 
of the Ebro, At the same time the four 
divisions, composing the corps of the duke 
of Cornegliano, passed the river at Lodosa, 
abandoning the whole country between the 
Ebro and Pampeluna.—On the 22d, at the 
break of day, the French army began its 
march. It took its direction to Calahorra, 
where, on the evening before, were the 
head-quarters of Castanos ; it found that 
town evacuated, and afterwards marched 
upon Alfaro ; the enemy had in like manner 
retreated.—On the 23d, at break of day, 
the general of division, Lefebvre, at the 
head of the cavalry, and supported by the 
division of general Morlat, forming the ad- 
vanced guard, met with the enemy. He 
immediately gave information to the duke of 
Montebello, who found the army of the 
enemy in seven divisions, consisting of 
45.000 men, under arms, with its right 
before Tudela, and its left occupying a line 
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of a league and a half; a disposition abso- 
lutely bad. The Arragonese were on the 
right, the troops of Valencia and New 
Castile in the centre, and the three divisions 
of Andalusia, which general Castanos com- 
manded more especially, formed the left. 
Forty pieces of cannon covered the enemy's 
line.—At nine in the morning the columns 
of the French army, began to deploy, 
with that order, that regularity and cool- 
ness, which characterise veteran troops: 
situations were chosen for establishing bat- 
teries with sixty pieces of cannon, but the 
impetuosity of the troops, and the inquie- 
tude of the enemy, did not allow time for 
this. The Spaniards were already vanquish- 
ed by the order and movements of the 
French army.—The duke of Montebello 
caused the centre to be pierced by the 
division of general Maurice Matthieu ; 
the general of division Lefebvre, with his 
cavalry, immediately passed on the trot 
through this opening, and enveloped, by a 
quarter wheel to the left, the whole right 
of the enemy. The moment when half of 
the enemy’s line found itself thus turned 
and defeated, was that in which general. 
Lagrange attacked the village of Cascante, 
where the line of Castanos was placed, 
which did not exhibit a better countenance 
than the right, but abandoned the field of 
battle, leaving behind it its artillery, and 
a great number of prisoners, The cavalry 
pursued the remains of the enemy’s army 
to Mallah, in the direction of Saragossa, 
and to Tarracona, in the direction of Agreda. 
Seven standards, thirty pieces of cannon, 
with all their furniture, 12 colonels, 300 
officers, and 3,000 men, have been taken ; 
4,000 Spaniards have been left dead on the 
field of battle, or have been driven into the 
Ebro. Our loss has been trifling, we have 
had 60 men killed and 400 wounded ; among 
the latter is the general of division Lagrange, 
who has received a bullet in the arm.—Our 
troops found at Tudelaa number of maga- 
zines.—Lhe marshal duke of Cornegliano 
has begun his march upon Saragossa.— 
While a part of the fugitives retired to this 
place, the left, which had been cut off, 
fled in disorder to Tarracona and Agreda.— 
The duke of Elchingen, who was on the 
22d at Soria, ought to have been on the 23d 
at Agreda, not aman would have escaped 
but this corps being too much fatigued, re- 
mained at Soria the 23d and 24th. He 
arrived at Agreda on the 26th, still sufficiently 
in time to seize a great number of maga- 
zines.—One named Palafox, formerly a garde 
du corps, a man without talents, and without 
courage, a kind of insjgnificant monk, the 
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true head of a party, which acquired him 
the name of general, was the first to take 
flight. This is not the first time he has 
acted in that manner; he has done the same 
on all occasions.—This army of 45,000. has 
been thus beaten and defeated; without our 
having had-more than 6000 men engaged 
—The battle of Burgos had struck the centre 
of the enemy, and the battle of Espinosa 
the right ; the battle of Tudela has struck the 
left; victory has thus struck, as with a thun- 
derbolt, and dispersed the whole league of 
the enemy. 

Twelfth Bulletin of the French Army of 

Spain, dated Aranda, Nov, 28. 

At the battle of Tudela, the general of 
division, Lagrange, charged with the attack 
of Cascante, ordered his division to march 
by echellen, and put himself at the head of 
the first division, composed of the 25th 
regiment of light infantry, which fell upon 
the enemy with such impetuosity, that 200 
Spaniards were killed in the first charge ot 
the bayonet. The other echellons could not 
come up. This singular intrepidity spread 
consternation and disorder among the troops 
of Castanos. It was at this moment that 
general Lagrange, who was at the head of 
the first echellon, received a ball, which 
wounded him dangerously.—On the 20th, 
the duke of Elchingen advanced by Tarracona 
to Borja. ‘The enemy destroyed sixty tum- 
brils which they had at Tarracona.—General 
Maurice Matthieu arrived, on the 25th, 
at Borja, pursuing the enemy, and every 
moment taking fresh prisoners, the number 
of which already amounts to 5,000, they 
are all troops of the line. No quarter was 
given to any of the peasants who were found 
in arms. We took 37 pieces of cannon. 
Disorder and delirium have seized upon tueir 
leaders. Their first proceeding wasa violent 
manifesto, in which they declared war against 
France. They imputed to her all the disor- 
ders of their court, the degeneracy of the 
rage which reigned, and the baseness of the 
great, who, for many years, have prostrated 
themselves in the most abject manner at the 
feet of the idol which they load with all 
their rage, now he is fallen. They have 
very false ideas in Germany, Italy, and 
France, of Spanish monks, if they compare 
them to those which exist in these countries. 
We find among the Benedictines, the Ber- 
nardins, &c. in France and Italy, a crowd 
of men remarkable in sciences and literature; 
they distinguish themselves by their educa- 
tion, and by the Honourable and useful class 
to which they belong. The Spanish monks, 
on the contrary, are drawn from the dregs 
of the people ; ‘they are ignorant and dru 
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ken, and can only be compared to people 
employed in slaughter-houses. They are 
illiterate, and have the very manner and 
appearance of it—it is only over the lowest 
classes that they have any influence. A 
citizen would think bimself dishonoured in 
admitting a monk to his table. As to the 
unfortunate Spanish peasants, we can only 
compare them to the Fellahs of Egypt; they 
have no property—every thing belongs to 
the monks, or to some powerful house. 
The liberty to keep an inn is a feudal right ; 
yet in acountry so favoured by nature, we 
find neither posts nor inns. The taxes even 
are alienated, and belong to the lords. The 
great have degenerated to such a degree, 
that they are without energy, without merit, 
and even without influence, e every day 
find at Valladolid, and beyond it, consider- 
able magazines of arms. The English 
faithfully executed that part of their engage- 
ment ; they provided muskets, poniards, and 
libels; these they have sent in profusion: 
their inventive spirit has been signalised, and 


they have carried to a great length the art of | 


spreading libels, as of late they have dis- 
tinguished themselves by their fire-rockets. 
All the evils, all the scourges which can 
afflict mankind, come from London. 

Thirteenth Bulletin of the French Army of 

Spain, dated St. Martin’s, near Madrid, 

Dec. 2. 

On the 20th ult. the head-quarters of the 
emperor were removed to the village of 
Bouzealas; on the 30th, at break of day, 
the duke of Belluno presented himself at 
the foot of the Somo Sierra; a division of 
13,000 men of the Spanish army of reserve 
defended the passage of the mountains.— 
The enemy thought themselves unattackable 
in that position. They had entrenched the 
narrow passage, called Puerto, with sixteen 
pieces of cannon. The gth light infantry 
marched upon the right; the G6th upon the 
causeway ; and the 24th followed by the 
side of the heights on the left. General 
Senarmont, with six pieces of artillery, 
advanced by the causeway. The action 
commenced by the firing of musquetry and 
cannon.—A charge made by the general 
Montbrun, at the head of the Polish light 
horse, decided the affair, it was a most 
brilliant one, and the. regiment covered itself 
with glory, and proved it was worthy to form 
a part of the imperial guards; cannons, 
flags, musquets, soldiers, all were taken or 
cut to pieces. Eight Polish light horse were 
killed upon the cannon, and sixteen have 
been wounded.—Among the last is captain 
Dzievaneski who was dangerously woupded, 
and lies almost without hopes of recavery. 
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Major Segur, marshal of the emperor's 
household, charged among the Polish troops, 
and received many wounds, one of which is 
very severe.—Sixteen pieces of cannon, 10 
flags, 20 covered chests, 200 waggons, laden 
with all kinds of baggage, and the military 
chests of the regiments, are the fruits of 
this brilliant affair, Among the prisoners, 
which are very numerous, are all the colonels 
and lieutenant-colonels of the corps of the 
Spanish division, All the soldiers would 
have been taken, if they had not thrown 
away their arms, and dispersed in the moun- 
tains.—On the Ist of Dec, the head-quarters 
of the emperor were at Saint Augustin, and 
on the 2d, the duke of Istria, with the 
cavalry, commanded the heights of Madrid. 
—The infantry could not arrive before the 
3d—The intelligence which we hitherto have 
received leads us to think that this town is 
suffering under all kinds of disorders, and 
that the doors are barricadoed. The wea- 
ther is very fine. 





SpanisH Revotution.—(Continued from 
p. 791). Address of the Supreme Junta of 
Seville to the Spanish People. Dated from 
the Royal Palace of Seville, September 17, 
1808. 

This Supreme Junta, from the first ap- 
pointment guided only by its loyalty and pa- 


| triotism, has seen with no less admiration 
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than pleasure the exertions of the other parts 
of the kingdom, and that surmounting dif- 
ficulties almost insuperable, all have vied 
with each other in manifesting, that their 
conduct and operations were actuated by the 
same sentiments, and directed to the same 
objects. Far from conceiving, even for an 
instant, that it has exceeded any of them in 
those points, which, notwithstanding its 
scanty means and supplies, it has been able 
to realize by its zeal and sacrifices, it ardent- 
ly felicitates itself upon witnessing that 
union of dispositions and exertions, which 
might disconcert the bold and wicked plans 
of the common oppressor, as soon as the 
respective circumstances of the several pro- 
vinces shall permit the whole of their united 
force to be directed to the single object of 
expelling our ferocious enemy from our ter- 
ritory. Never did so silly and chimerical an 
idea enter into the calculations of this Su- 
preme Junta, as that, notwithstanding the 
loss of the other provinces of the kingdom, 
one particular province might be able to 
rescue itself from the yoke of a powerful, 
vindictive, aud obstinate enemy: buat 
though to superficial minds this project 
might not appear an absolute impossibility, 
its attachment toits king and country, and 
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its anxiety to preserve the integrity of the 
monarchy, would have compelled it to iden- 
tify itself, with the hard fate under which 
our fellow-countrymen in the other provin- 
ces ate suffering, andto afford them those 
succours which they so justly solicit, and 
which is demanded by their distresses, and 
the necessity of our united exertions for the 
salvation of the country, the only wish of 
all good and loyal Spaniards.—Notwithstand- 
ing these were, and are, the principal objects 
attended to by the Junta, whilst it did not at 
the same time lose sight of tke poirts by 
which the enemy might menace us, or at- 
tack us with the intention of making a com- 
bined diversion, or to try the effect of a bold 
movement, there have not been wanting 
ignorant or disaffected persons, who have 
imputed toit the intention of retaining in 
Andalusia that army which had so. glorious- 
ly .effected the destruction of Dupont, 
whereas all its efforts were directed towards 
the object of expelling our enemies from the 
Castiles, in combination with the disposable 
forces of the other provinces, after concert- 
ing such a system of combined movements 
as should ensure a happy issue toour opera- 
tions. With this view, the Supreme Junta, 
on the 8th of September, among other par- 
ticulars, wrote to the general in chief as fol- 
lows.—‘ This Supreme Junta has long since 
‘ manifested the high confidence which it 
reposes in your excellency. You will there- 
‘ fore act as prudence directs,} making such 
* movements and marches with the army as 
* you shall judge expedient for delivering 
‘ Spain from the French ; and making it 
* known to all, that our firm resolution is to 
‘ employ all our forces in defence of the 
* country.—Repeated orders have been is- 
sued to the newly-raised troops to march 
* for Castile, and place themselves at the 
disposal of your exeellency. They will 
be furnished with clothing ; and we will 
also make every exertion to forward some 
for the divisions under your command, 
whose naked condition we deeply regret, 
though hitherto unable to remedy it, not- 
withstanding the clothes now making al- 
ready amoust to eleven million of reals. 
We shall also cause the 10,000 flasks, or 
canteens, presented to us by the English, 
to be forwarded with all expedition to 
Madrid.—Having just learnt the arrival 
at Cadiz of several English transports, 
with about 39,000 muskets, and other 
military implements, we instantly re- 
solved to send your excellency 10,000 of 
them, to be disposed of as may be 
thought necessary, Jeaving the distribu- 
tion of them to the determination of your 
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excellency.’—Although such have been, 
and are the genuine views and wishes of this 
supreme junta, joined to that ef the speedy 
convocation of the Central Junta ; and aj. 
though it has not omitted, nor will oniit, 
any means of accomplishing them, as the 
general defeneé of the kingdom imperiousl y 
dictates, malevolence has nevertheless at- 
tempted to confound the impossibility of 
more promptly realizing their desires, with 
the nature of those desires themselves, But 
with what acute pain has this supreme junta 
Jearnt, both from verbal and written com- 
munications, the prevalence of a malicious 
report, that its members had assigned to 
themselves, and are now enjoying large 
salaries! Calumny could not have been 
carried to a greater pitch. Far from any of 
the members having any appointment, or 
receiving a single maravedi, it will be seen, 
when the list of donations is published, that 
they have contributed, as well as the rest, ac- 
cording to their respective means, in supply- 
ing funds for the glorious defence of our be- 
loved king Ferdinand VII. our liberty, and 
our most sacred rights. Indefatigable in 
the important duties of this great under- 
taking, the junta have devoted every day, 
since their first meeting, to public business 
exclusively, to the neglect and contempt 
of their private affairs, abandoning their 
homes and interests, and having incessantly 
two of their body on duty during the night, 
to attend to any emergency which might 
occur in the critical circumstances wherein 
we were placed.—Such is a brief sketch ot 
the conduct of this supreme junta. It will 
more fully explain it,. in a manifesto which 
shall contain a true and more particular ac- 
count of all its proceedings. In the mean- 
time, it hastens to submit to the public this 
short and frank statement, in order to give 
a check to malignity, and to remove those 
sinister impressions which malice, false- 
hood, and ignorance, are making every 
effort to propagate. This supreme junta 
has not known, nor will it know, any 
other principles tham those of constantly ap- 
proving and supporting the truly patriotic 
views and efforts of all the provinces, 18 
defence of the most just eause of any fe 
corded in the history of the world—the 
united exertion of all our energies to expel 
the satellites of despotism from every part 


_of the kingdom—the integrity of the mo- 


narchy, and acomplete concert in all our 
plans and operations, in order to plant ope 
the Pyrennees the triumphant standards 0 
our king, as harbingers of the deliverance 
of Europe, forerunners of the destruction 
of the tyrant who endeayours to subjugate 
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it, and monuments of the immortal glory 
of the Spanish nation —Juan Bautista 
EstELLER, Chief Secretary. 

Manifesto to the Inhabitants of Sarragossa. 
Dated Head Quarters, Sarragossa, Sept. 
20, 1808. 

The heroic defence of Sarragossa, which 
has been made by the magnanimous inhabi- 
tants of that city, and its vicinity, is the 
object of admiration to all parties, and will 
be soto future ages. The constancy, in- 
flexibility, and calmness, with which they 
resisted the incessant assault of an enemy, 
who every day attacked, and who every day 
was conquered, shew that their hearts are 
animated by the most noble sentiments, and 
evince, that those virtues which best secure 
the independence of a people, are not lost 
to Spain, and at the same time teach us 
what may be done bya people resolved to 
be free ; of their resolution and valour, I 
have been a constant witness, and have ever 


seen them as great in their resolves, as noble | 


in their deeds ; the happiest of my days will 
be that in which I shall inform our beloved 
king, Ferdinand the VII., what they deserve 
for their fidelity, their valour, their loyalty, 
and the ardent affection with which they 
adore him: but till that day arrives, what 
they have done shall not remain withent a 
distinguished mark to perpetuateits memory: 
therefore, reserving to myself to distribute 
particular rewards to such individuals as 
may have merited them by eminent services, 
as soon as I shall have received accounts 
sufficiently accurate to enable me to make a 
just distribution, I have resolved to grant 
as I do grant, in the name of our august 
sovereign, Ferdinard VII. to all the inhabit- 
ants of the vicinity of this city and its 
districts, that they now and hereafter shall 
always enjoy the privilege never to be ad- 
judged by any tribunal in any case, except 
for treason or blasphemy, to any disgraceful 
punishment ; which privilege shall be 
perpetual, invariable, and peculiar, to all 
the citizens of whatever class, sex, age, and 
condition, they may be without any person 
offering to contradict or act contrary 
to its tenor; but, on the contrary, all 
shall be careful punctually to fulfil and 
execute it; for which end an edict shall be 
passed, authorised by the ‘royal audience, 
and transmitted to the hall of justice, and 
magistracy of the city. And that it may 
be known unto all, itshall be published on 
the vigilof the city’s most sacred protector, 
our Lady of Pilar, by proclamation, with 
trumpets, &c. in the accustomed form, and 
shall be fixed up in the public places, and 
circulated besides in all the cities, towns, 
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and villages in the kingdom, that to all may 

be known the just reward of the valour, 

fidelity, and constancy of this capital, which 
has given me the most heartfelt pleasure,— 

JoserH Patarox y Mesvz1. 

Proclamation by Brigadier-General Count 
de San Roman, Colonel of the Regiment 
of Infantry of the Princess, and Pro- 
vistonal Commander-in-Chief of the Di- 
vision of the North, lately arrived in 
Spain ; addressed to the Troops who com- 
pose wt, drawn up in Line, in Celebra- 
tion of the Birth-Day of our august 
and beloved Sovereivn, Ferdinand VII, 
the 14th of Octoler, 1808. 

Soldiers,—The general-in chief, mar- 
quis de Ja Romana, on his departure from 

Gottenburgh, committed to me the honour- 

able charge of commanding you; and as he 

has not yet been able to rejoin us, I think 
it right not to delay any lenger stating to you, 
what, Iam convinced, he would have done 
under the present circumstances —Absent 
from your country upwards of 700 leagues, 
and kept in complete ignorance of its fate, 
your loyalty was tried by seduction, and ex. 
posed to acts the most arbitrary, oppressive, 
and unjust; but faithful to your banners and 
your lawful sovereign, vou knew how to re 
sist then) with uushaken firniness, and to 
live and die, united with your country, was 
the sole wish you unanimously entertained 
and expressed.— Under these circumstances, 
through the interposition of Divine Provi- 
dence, direct intelligence reached us of the 
situation ofour country, andof her anxious de- 
sire to obtain our assistance. You immedi- 
ately united all to afford her your aid; but 
obstacles, almost insurmountable, obstruct- 
ed the attainment of that end. Nothing, 
however,was capable to make youshrink from 
your firm resolve. Great were the privations, 
fatigues, and incessant dangers, with which 
you had to struggle, in order to attain your 
purpose, but you bore up under them all 
with that heroic perseverance and kind of 
satisfaction, which the most exalted patriot- 
ism alone can inspire.—Divine Providence 
could not but favour a cause so just; and 
guided by that Providence, we succeeded, 
under the powerful and energetic protection 
of agreat and generous nation, now our jp 
timate ally, to surmount: all obstacles, aid 
tread again our anxiously desired native soil, 
When yeu set foot on it, you all expressed 
the most lively emotion of heartfelt joy ; 
and corresponding demonstrations of your 
countrymen, convinced you of their joyful 
feelings on the happy occasion. A truly 
memorable day, warranted by the public 
expression of sentiments worthy of (rue 
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Spanish patriotism, the memory of 
which will, no doubt, be handed down 
to the latest posterity with the glorious 
history of its name. — We have already 
1oined in his temples to. offer up thanks- 
givings to the Most High, who vouchsafed 
to dispose this, and to implore with fervent 
prayers the continuance of his support.— 
Now we are under arms, enjoying the bliss- 
ful destiny of celebrating in our native land 
the birth-day of our sovereign Ferdinand 
VII. to restore him to his throne, and to 
reign full of splendour, prosperity, and glo- 
ry. Your anxious desire to march for that 
purpose, and to share in the laurels of our 
gallant companions in arms, who have co- 
vered themselves with glory, shall soon be 
fulfilled.—But, soldiers, in order to secure 
the attainment of your wish, you should 
constantly bear in mind, that order and dis- 
cipline must be scrupulously observed, and 
unremitting vigilance displayed in the ser- 
vice. The least fault or omission on this 


head would no longer prove injurious to | 


those unfortunate people with whom you 
formery} acted, and who still groan under 
the heavy oppression of the perfidious enemy 
who endeavoured to impose his iron yoke 


also on our country, but hurts and distresses | 
your worthy conntrymen, your brethren, | 


in fine, those who so generously step for- 


ward to share our fatigues and alleviate , 


them. Every offender shall therefore be 
promptly punished with the utmost severity, 
and deserves, besides, to be turned out of 
your ranks, as unworthy of the Spanish 
name, because he could render himself 
guilty of misconduct in circumstances so 
interesting and important.—But I feel per- 
fectly satisfied that a case so disgraceful will 
never happen ; my conviction on this head, 
arises from your good conduct and fervent 
patriotism, I have merely toadd, that when 
the day so much desired shall come, to front 
our enemy, you shall always fiad me by 
your side; I will share all your dangers, 
and, jointly with the gallant and distin- 
guished officers by whom you are com- 
manded, we will shew the world, that if a 
glorious death, in the field of honour, be 
at all times the darling object of the wishes 
of Spanish soldiers, how much more so 
must it be for these who are fighting for a 


cause the most just and most sacred ; a cause’ 


in which the defence of our holy religion, 


and of our beloved lawful sovereign, Ferdi- 
nand VIJ, and the dignity and independence 


of our’ native land, are equally concerned ! 
—Counr pe San Roman. 


Address of the Central Junta to the Spanish 


Nation» Dated: Nov. 21, 1808, 








Spaniards !—TheCentral Junta of Govern. 
ment of the kingdom, after having taken 
all measures in its power to defeat the ene- 
my, who, continuing his attacks, has ad- 
vanced into the neighbourhood of Samo- 
zierra, addresses you, for the purpose of 
putting you upon your guard against the in- 
trigues with which the perfidious agents of 
Napoleon endeavour to alarm and deceive 
you, by increasing the number of the enemy's 
troops, who hardly amount to eight theu- 
sand men, according to the reports made by 
the Generals whom the Junta has charged 


with the defence of the important post of . 


Guadarrama.—Inhabitants of Madrid !—The 
country stands in need of your exertions ; 
your circumspection, and patriotism, are 
the bulwarks on which it chiefly rests its de- 
fence. The Junta trusts that you will know 


how to support the dispositions of your 


Captain-General, and of the tribunal of vi- 
gilance, in order to discover and deliver to 
the inexorable arm of the law, all traitors, 
who will now exert themselves more than 
ever to introduce disorder, and paralyse the 
activity with which you must be present at 
all parts, which will be pointed out to you ; 
bearing in mind the 2d day of May, when, 
deprived of all assistance, and even of the 
liberty to defend yourselves, you struck the 
whole nation with astonishment by your Joy- 
alty and valour.—The Central Junta feels 
at a loss to express to you the confidence 
which the enthusiasm, with which the sol- 
diers of the nation prepare themselves to 
beat the enemies of our beloved Sovereign 
Ferdinand VII, of our counfry, and cur re- 
ligion, inspires them ; our allies, the Eug- 
lish, convinced of the justice of the cause 
we defend, and, animated by the same en- 
thusiasm, are invited, and ready to march 
to Escurial, where they are at present fo re- 
inforce the position chosen by our wise Ge- 
neral, and support the operation of our van, 
which must already have commenced toen- 
gage the slaves of the tyrant who oppresses 
all nations. Spaniards ! cowardice, ipspl 
red by treason, will, no doubt, try means 
to augment the dangers, exaggerated by the 
ill-disposed, in order to frustrate the mea 
sures pursued by the Junta, which — 
implicit confidenoe in your unexampled f . 
lity and obedience.—Royal Palace of ae 
juez, Nov. 21, 1808. By order of the 


Supreme Junta.—Marrin pe GaraY. 


Awerica.—Message of the President of the 
United States pyro sate and House of 
Representatives. November 8, 1808 
It would have been a source, 

zens of much gratification, if our 


fellow-citi- 
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munications from Europe had enabled me 
to inform you, that the belligerent nations, 
whose disregard of neutral right has been so 
destructive to our commerce, had become 
awakened to the duty and the policy of re- 
voking their unrighteous edicts That no 
means might be omitted to produce this sa- 
lutary effect, I lost no time in availing my- 
self of the act authorising. a suspension in 
whole, or in part of the several embargo 
laws. Our ministers at London and Paris 
were instructed toexplain to the respective 
governments there, our disposition to exer- 
cise the authority in such manner as would 
withdraw the pretext on which the aggres- 
sions were originally founded, and open 
the way for.a renewal of that commercial 
intercourse, which it was alledged, on all 
sides, had been reluctantly obstructed. As 
each of these governments had pledged its 
readiness to concur in renouncing a measure, 
which reached its adversary through the in- 
contestible rights of neutrals only, and as the 
measure had been assumed by each as a re- 
taliation for an asserted acquiescence in the 
aggressions of the other, it was reasonably 
expected that the occasion would have been 
seized by both, for evincing the sincerity of 
their professions, and for restoring to the 
United States its legitimate freedom. ‘The 
instructions to our ministers, with respect to 
the different belligerents, were necessarily 
modified with a reference to their different 
circumstances, and to the condition annex- 
ed by law tothe executive power of suspen- 
sion, requiring a degree of security to our 
commerce, which would not result from a 
repeal of the decreesof France. Instead of 
a pledge, therefore, for a suspension of the 
embargo as to her, in case of such a repeal, 
it was presumed that a sufficient inducement 
might be found in other considerations, and 
particularly in the change produced by a 
compliance wish our just demands, by one 
belligerent, and a refusal by the other, in 
the relations between this other and the 
United States. 
power on the ocean is so ascendant, it was 
deemed not inconsistent with that condition, 
to state, explicitly, that on her rescinding 
her orders in relation to the commerce of the 
Unied States, their trade weuld be opened 
with her,’ and remain shut to her enemy, in 
case of his failure to rescind his decress also. 
From Franceno answer has been received, 
nor any indication that therequisite change in 
her decrees is contemplated, The favoura- 
ble reception of the proposition to Great 
Britain was the less to be doubted, as her 
orders of council had not only been referred 
for their vindication to an acquiescence on 


To Great Britain, whose. 
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the part of the United States, no longer to 
be pretended ; but as the arrangement pro- 
posed, whilst it resisted the illegal decreés 
of France, involved, moreover, substantially 
the precise advantage’ professedly aimed 
at by the British orders. The arrange- 
ment has, nevertheless, been rejected. 
This candid and liberal experiment having 
thus failed, and no other event having occur- 
red on which a suspension of the embargo by 
the executive was authorised, it necessarily 
remains in the extent originally given to it. 
We have the satisfaction, however, to re- 
flect, that in return for the privations 1m- 
posed by the measure, and which our fellow- 
citizens, in general, have borne with pa- 
triotism, it has had the important effects of sav- 
ing our mariners, and our vast mercantile 
property, as well as of affording time for 
prosecuting the defensive and provisional 
measures called for by the occasion. It has 
demonstrated to foreign nations the modera- 
tion and firmness which govern our councils, 
and to our citizens the necessity of uniting 
in support of the laws and the rights of their 
country; and has thus long frustrated those 
usurpations and spoliations which, if resist- 
ed, involved war; if submitted to, sacri- 
ficed a vital principle of our national inde- 
pendence.—Under a continuance of the bel- 
ligerent measures, which, in defiance of 
laws which consecrate the rights of neutrals, 
overspread the ocean with danger, it will 
rest with the wisdom of Congress to decide 
on the course best adapted to such a state of 
things ; and bringing with them, as they do, 
from every part of the Union, the senti- 
ments of our constituents, my confidence is 
strengthened that in forming this decision, 
they will, with an unerring regard to the es- 
sential rights and interests of the nation, 
weigh and compare the painful alternatives 
out of which a choice is to be made. Nor 
should I do justice to the virtues which on 
other occasions have marked the character of 
our fellow-citizens, if I did not cherish an 
equal confidence that the alternative chosen, 
whatever it may be, will be maintained 
with all the fortitude and patriotism which 
the crisis ought to inspire. The docu- 
ments containing the correspondences on 

the subject of the foreign edicts against our 

commerce, with the instructions given to 

our ministers at London and Paris, are now 

laid before you.—The communication made 

to Congress at their last session explained 

the posture in which the close of the discus- 

sions relating to the attack by a British ship 

of waron the frigate Chesapeake, left a sub- 

ject on which the nation had manifested so 

honourable a’sensibility. Every view of what 























had passed authorised a belief that immediate 
steps would be taken by the British govern- 
ment for redressing a wrong, which, the 
more it was investigated, appeared the more 
clearly to require what had not been provid- 
ed for inthe special mission. It is found 
that no steps have becu taken for the pur- 
pose. On the contrary, it will be seen in 
the documents laid before you, that the in- 
admissible preliminary which obstructs the 
adjustment is still adhered to ; and, more- 
over, that it is mow brought into connexion 
with the distinct and irrelative case of the 
orders in council., The instructions which 
had been given to our ministers at London, 
with a view to facilitate, if necessary, the 
reparation claimed by the United States, are 
included in the documents communicated.— 
Our relations with the other powers of Eu- 
trope have undergone no material changes 
since your last session. ‘The important ne- 
gociations with Spain, which had been alter- 
nately suspended and resumed, necessarily 
experience a pause, under the extraordinary 
and interesting crisis which distinguishes her 
internal situation. — With the Barbary powers 
we continue in harmeny, with the exception 
of an unjustifiable proceeding of the Dey of 
Algiers towards our consul to that regency. 
Its character and circumstances are now laid 
before you, and will enable you to decide 
how far it may, either now or hereafter, 
call for any measures not within the limits 
of the executive authority.—With our In- 
dian neighbours the public peace has been 
steadily maintained. Some instances of in- 
dividual wrong have, as at other times, taken 
place, but in no wise implicating the will of 
the nation. Beyond the Mississippi, the 
foways, the Saca, and the Alibamas, have 
delivered ap, for trial and punishment, in- 
dividuals from among themselves accused 


of murdering citizens of the United States, . 


on this side the Mississippi : the Creeks are 
exerting themselves to arest offenders of the 
same kind, and the Choetaws have manifest- 
ej their readiness and desire for amicable and 
just arrangements, respecting depredations 
committed by disorderly persons of their 
tribe. And generally from a conviction that 
we consider them as a part of ourselves, and 
cherish with sincerity their rights and in- 
terests, the attachment of the Indian tribes 
is gaining strength daily, is extending from 


the nearer to the more remote, and will am-. 


ply requite us for the justice and friendship 


ae a08) towards them ; husbandry and: 


ousehold manufacture are advancing among 
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them more rapidly with the southern than 


the northern tribes, fiom circumstances of 


soil and climate: and one of the two great 
divisions of the Cherokee nation have now 
under consideration, to solicit the citizen- 
ship of the United States, and to be iden- 
tified with usin laws and government, in such 
progressive manner as we shail think best.-— 
In cousequence of the appropriations of the 
last session of Congress for the security of 
our sea-port towns aud harbours, such 
works of defence have been erected as seem- 
ed to be ealled for by the situation of the 
several places, their relative importance, 
and the scale of expence indicated by the 
amount of the appropriation. These works 
will chiefly be finshed in the course of the 
present season, except at New York and 
New Orleans, where most was to be done ; 
and although a great proportion of the last 
appropriation has been expended on the 
former place, yet some further views wil! 
be submitted to Cangress for rendering its 
security entirely adequate against naval en- 
terprize. A view of what has been done at 
several places, and of what is proposed to 
be done, shall be communicated as soon as 
the several reports are received.—Of the 
gun boats authorized by the act of December 
last, it has been thought necessary to build 
only 103 in the present year; these, with 
those before possessed, are sufficient for 
the harbours and waters most exposed, and 
the residue will require little time for their 
construction, when it shall be deemed ne- 
cessary.—Under the act of the last session, 
for raising an additional military force, so 
many officers weve immediately appointed 
as were necessary forcarrying on the dusiuess 
of recruiting ; and in proportion as it advanc- 
ed, others have been added, We have reason 
to believe their success has been satisfactory, 
although such returns have not been received, 
as eaable meto present youa statement of 
the numbers engaged.—I have not thought 
it necessary, in the course of the last sea- 
son, to call for any general detachments of 
militia, or of volunteers, under the laws 
passed for that purpose ; for the ensums 
season, however, they will be required to 
be in readiness, should their service 

wanted. Some small and special detach- 
ments have been necessary to maintain the 
laws of embargo, on that portion of our 
northern frontier which offered pect!i2! 
facilities for evasion ; but these were replaced 
as soon as it could be done, by bodies © 





} new recruits. (Yo be continued) = 
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